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journey through the desert was long and dif-
ficult, but they were guided by the light of
their faith and sustained by their dream of
liberty. When at last they arrived in the
Promised Land, they rejoiced in their free-
dom to worship God, to rebuild their com-
munities, and to raise their children in the
traditions and beliefs of the Jewish religion.

As a people who have always cherished the
values of faith and freedom, all Americans
can draw inspiration from the story of Pass-
over. It reminds us of our ongoing journey
to build our own Promised Land, where all
people are free to worship according to their
conscience and where our children can grow
up safe from the shadows of intolerance and
oppression.

As families across the nation and around
the world gather to remember the liberation
of the Israelites and to teach a new genera-
tion the ancient tradition of the Passover
Seder and the reading of the Haggadah, let
us all give thanks for God’s sustaining love
and for the Jewish heritage that has so
strengthened and enriched our national life.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes
for a joyous Passover celebration.

Bill Clinton

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Chemical
and Biological Weapons Defense
March 30, 1999

Dear lllll:
Attached is a report to the Congress on

Chemical and Biological Weapons Defense,
submitted pursuant to Condition 11(F) of the
resolution of advice and consent to ratifica-
tion of the Convention on the Prohibition of
the Development, Production, Stockpiling
and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their
Destruction, adopted by the United States
Senate on April 24, 1997.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives;
Jesse Helms, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr.,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Foreign
Relations; John W. Warner, chairman, and Carl

Levin, ranking member, Senate Committee on
Armed Services; Ted Stevens, chairman, and Rob-
ert C. Byrd, ranking member, Senate Committee
on Appropriations; Benjamin A. Gilman, chair-
man, and Sam Gejdenson, ranking member,
House Committee on International Relations;
C.W. Bill Young, chairman, and David R. Obey,
ranking member, House Committee on Appro-
priations; and Floyd Spence, chairman, and Ike
Skelton, ranking member, House Committee on
Armed Services.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
March 30, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report
on progress toward a negotiated settlement
of the Cyprus question covering the period
December 1, 1998, to January 31, 1999.

In an important step toward easing ten-
sions on Cyprus, the Government of Cyprus
announced on December 29 that the S–300
anti-aircraft missiles that it had ordered from
Russia would not be delivered to the island.
This positive and welcome decision gave im-
portant new impetus to efforts to reduce ten-
sions and promote a just and lasting settle-
ment of the Cyprus dispute.

The United Nations remained active dur-
ing the reporting period in the effort to re-
solve the Cyprus dispute. In addition to re-
newing the mandate for the U.N. Forces in
Cyprus (UNFICYP), the U.N. Security
Council adopted Resolution 1218 that en-
dorsed the Secretary General’s September 30
initiative to reduce tensions and promote a
just and lasting peace on Cyprus. In a De-
cember 23 statement, I wholeheartedly en-
dorsed Resolution 1218 and directed that the
United States take all necessary steps to sup-
port a sustained effort to implement it. As
I said then and wish to emphasize now, the
United States remains deeply committed to
finding a viable solution to the Cyprus prob-
lem.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
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and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Remarks at the Electronic Industries
Alliance Dinner
March 30, 1999

Thank you. First of all, I want to thank
you all for giving me a chance to come to-
night. I thank my longtime friend Dave
McCurdy for his introduction and for his
leadership of EIA. You made a good decision
when you named him your president. And
I know what you’re laughing about out there.
[Laughter] Two or 3 years from now, you’ll
think it’s an even better decision. [Laughter]

I want to also pay my respects to your vice
president, John Kelly, who went to George-
town with me, although he’s a much younger
man. [Laughter] John—when I was a senior,
John was actually president of the freshman
class. And I’ve been trying to think out of
respect for the will of the people—the only
people we knew back then—whether I
should still address him as ‘‘Mr. President.’’
[Laughter] But then that would confuse the
EIA, so I didn’t do it.

Mr. Major, thank you for your invitation.
Mr. McGinn, thank you for your remarks.
That was very impressive. I couldn’t even
keep up with all the new things you an-
nounced tonight.

I’m glad that our FCC Chairman, Bill
Kennard, is here, and I think Secretary of
the Army Louis Caldera is also here. And
General Jones, I thought you gave a terrific
invocation. Thank you very much. I appre-
ciate that.

You know, I was trying to think tonight
whether there was any way I could say what
I originally wanted to come here and say,
which is to talk about some of the technology
policies that we’re trying to pursue that I
hope will help you, but in the process will
strengthen our democracy and the sweep of
opportunity and freedom around the world,
and at the same time say a few words, as
I feel I must, about our important mission
in Kosovo.

And before I came over here tonight, I
had a long meeting, and I went and had what
has now become almost my daily phone call
with Prime Minister Blair. And I sat down

and I thought about it. I thought about how
grateful I am to the members of this organi-
zation for the phenomenal successes you
have enjoyed in these last few years and the
major contributions you have made to the
economy of the United States, the opportuni-
ties you have given our people. And I thought
about this terrible brutality that is going on
in Kosovo, replaying what happened not so
long ago in Bosnia, and in a way, replaying
what we see around the world, the modern
world, that seems to be troubled with ancient
hatreds rooted in racial and ethnic and reli-
gious differences.

If you think about the major forces alive
in the world today, the move toward
globalization and the explosion in technology,
especially in information and communica-
tions, they really not only, as all of you know
better than I, are dramatically changing the
way we work and live and relate to each other
and to the rest of the world. They represent
both a pull toward integration and a dramatic
force toward decentralization. And I would
argue to you that both forces have within
them the potential for enormous good and
enormous trouble for the world of the 21st
century.

If you think about the forces toward inte-
gration of the global economy, for example,
that’s a wonderful thing. But it can be very
destabilizing if we leave whole countries and
vast populations within countries behind.

If you think about the explosion in tech-
nology and how wonderful it is in empow-
ering individuals and small firms and com-
munities, and enabling communities—little
schools I’ve seen in poor African and Latin
American villages—to hook up to the Inter-
net and have access to learning that would
have taken them a whole generation, at least,
to achieve through traditional economic de-
velopment processes in their countries. It is
breathtaking.

But looked at another way, it also provides
access to technology for every terrorist in the
world to have their own website, and for
independent operators to figure out how to
make bombs and set up chemical and bio-
logical labs.

And when married together with the most
primitive hatreds, like those we see manifest
in Kosovo today, the advent of technology
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